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Abstract

Lien Heng (1878-1936) , author of The General History of Taiwan, is
remembered by the post World War ]I generations in this island as a patriotic
historian. But the prewar generations had a different memory. He was rebu-
ked as a hack for the colonial government.

However, people in China appreciated him after reading his works.

They, of course, had little chance to check his dealing in his homeland with
.Japanese colonizers and Taiwanese coilaborators. After the Nationalist gov-
ernment withdrew to Taiwan in 1949, the unsettled government needed the
islanders’ support. One of its expedients to ensure local support was to pub-
licly praise Lien Heng, a dead hero of native origin and, most important, an
ethnic loyal to the Chimese. By doing so, the Nationalist authorities expected
they could appeal to the so-cailed "Taiwan spirit” and gain backing for recover-
ing the lost mainland.

Lien Heng was acclaimed by all means. Through the process, all perni-
cious records of Lien Heng were eliminated, diluted or sanitized, while many
of his praiseworthy credits were exaggerated, to the extant that historical
facts were audaciously twisted. In the long run, a sacrosanct Lien Heng was
forged.

In this process, both the “protection effect” and "patent-transferring
effect” were witnessed between Lien Heng and his son Lien Chen-tung, Lien
Heng and his grandson Lien Chan, the Lien family and Chang Cii-yun, the
most important promoter of the stature of Lien Heng, Lien Heng and the
Nationalist government, or even Lien Heng and whoever used Lien's icon.
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